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	CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER

	CLASS 3                             SUMMER TERM 2011
TOPIC TITLE: Exploring India
	TEACHER: J Morgan
TEACHING ASSISTANT: K Carter

	UNDERSTANDING ENGLISH, COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE:
Poetry
Reading Poetry – Just so Stories/Rudyard Kipling
Choral and Performance 
Looking at poetic convention – structure and style
	Drama
Dramatic conventions  - Looking at plays and performance – Treasure Island
Narrative
Older literature  - Jungle Book, Indian folk tales
Stories from other cultures – legends and stories of India

	MATHEMATICAL UNDERSTANDING: 
· addition and subtraction multiplication and division

· mental arithmetic Problem solving

· using a calculator

· factors and multiples

· 2-D and 3-d solids and nets, symmetry, reflection, translation 
	· area and perimeter 

· angles, coordinates

· Probability
· data handling, mode, interpreting data

· measuring metric and imperial 

· fractions, percentages, ratio, decimals, proportion

· using ICT

	SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL UNDERSTAN DING:

· Looking at Indian wildlife and plants – protecting the environment - tigers
· Jungles and mountains
· Looking at water and filtration
· How to make water and food safe – micro organisms
· Spreadsheets and internet research, using simulations
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

· Looking at Hinduism and its importance in Indian culture. Looking at local church links with India. 
HISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL & SOCIAL UNDERSTANDING:

· India in the wider world – fair trade and tea
· Colours and flavours of India – exploring culture
· Contrasting landscapes of India – village/jungle/mountains
· India and the British Empire – independence
· Important figures from recent history - Gandhi/Mother Theresa
UNDERSTANDING THE ARTS:
· Guitar lessons will continue. Indian music – influence on western styles of music (Beatles!)
· Indian art – henna, rangoli patterns
UNDERSTANDING PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH & WELLBEING:

· Games and athletics, tennis,  continuing forest schools work
· Relationships  and Healthy Lifestyles
	THINGS YOU CAN DO AT HOME TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING:

Independence: your child should now be responsible for bringing all necessary equipment and clothing to school each day. 
Homework: your child will have small amounts homework on a regular basis. It is important for them to have a quiet, calm place where they can complete this. Whilst it does need to be completed, there should still be plenty of time for relaxing! Home work will be emailed to children weekly and copied onto the Learning Platform
Reading: it is important to hear your child read regularly and to share books with them. Discuss the story and characters/theme. Visit the library regularly. 

Writing: encourage a “tripod” grip when writing at home. Try sharing a written journal or writing letters to each other. Encourage use of discussions on the Learning Platform. 
Maths: keep up with times tables, have a look on the LP for hints on “How We Do Maths”.Find opportunities for Maths everywhere – shops, car, timetables etc. Tutpup is also a fun way to improve Maths skills
ICT: much of our homework and extra work will be on the learning platform. If you do not have regular access to a computer/internet, please let me know so we can work out a solution. 

	VISITS AND TRIPS:

Cotswold Wildlife Park
Indian dance – tbc

India Day – costume warning!
	RESOURCES WE NEED:
· Parent helpers for reading workshop 2.30-3pmpm. Must be CRB checked. Training given.  
· Anything to do with India!
· Bright materials
· Anything to do with pirates!!

	AND ESSENTIAL  . . .
Your  child will need  PE kit and art apron every day. PE kit to be taken home for washing at the end of each week. 
Book bags should be in school every day containing – homework folder, reading book and record, spelling book

	We are always happy to give help and advice, so please do not hesitate to contact us.


