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	CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER

	CLASS  2                       AUTUMN TERM 2011
TOPIC TITLE: Inventions and Invaders – The Romans
	TEACHER:  Mr Crump
TEACHING ASSISTANT: Mrs Byers

	UNDERSTANDING ENGLISH, COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE:

Pupils' writing will communicate meaning in both narrative and non-narrative forms, using appropriate and interesting vocabulary, and showing awareness of the reader. We will talk about how to express opinions about major events or ideas in stories, poems and nonfiction based on Roman history and culture. We will be developing confidence in talking and listening, particularly about our topic and developing awareness of the needs of the listener by including relevant detail.

	MATHEMATICAL UNDERSTANDING:

We will explore different approaches and find ways of overcoming difficulties that arise when problem solving. Develop understanding of place value in numbers up to 1000 and use this to make approximations. They begin to use decimal notation and to recognise negative numbers, in contexts such as money and temperature. Classifying 3-D and 2-D shapes in various ways using mathematical properties such as reflective symmetry for 2-D shapes. Examine how to extract and interpret information presented in simple tables and lists.... and Roman numerals!

	SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING:

Roman food and cooking. Investigating materials to use to construct Roman war machines. Creating village maps and plans using computer programs
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

Participating in Collective Worship, harvest and Christmas celebrations. Why did Roman religion change?
HISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL & SOCIAL UNDERSTANDING:

Romans invading Britain. Roman culture, buildings and family life

Life in ancient Rome and the disaster of Pompeii. Investigating modern day Rome and the legacy of the empire.
UNDERSTANDING THE ARTS:
Creating mosaics, making Roman army helmets and shields. Creating Roman artefacts. 
UNDERSTANDING PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH & WELLBEING:

‘Gladiator Games’! (dance and movement)
	THINGS YOU CAN DO AT HOME TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING:

Reading: it is important to hear your child read every day this could be sharing books, comics etc. or even food packets and road signs. Discuss what sort of writing it is (fiction/non-fiction, instructions, information...)

We will have weekly spellings given out on a Monday and tested the following Monday.

There will be weekly activities for children to explore at home that your child would enjoy sharing with you! (set on a Monday and handed in the following week)

	VISITS AND TRIPS:

We will have visits from experts in Roman cookery and archaeologists with Roman artefacts. We may also be visited by Roman legionaries. 
	RESOURCES WE NEED:
Any Roman information you may have or be able to share with the class
 

	AND ESSENTIAL  . . .
Please ensure that the children have:  PE kit, Art Apron and Wellington boots in school at all times.  Please check clothing is still clearly labelled. Book-bags brought to school daily

	We are always happy to give help and advice, so please do not hesitate to contact us.


